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Revolutionising the Delivery of Health Services

Established in 2003, the Australian e-Health 

Research Centre is an unincorporated joint  

venture between the Commonwealth Scientific  

and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO)  

and The State of Queensland (acting through 

Queensland Health and the Department of 

Tourism, Regional Development and Industry). 

A leading National research facility in ICT for 

healthcare innovations, the Australian e-Health 

Research Centre conducts high quality, applied 

research that aims to improve the quality 

and safety of health care for individuals and 

communities through an ICT research program 

focused on applied outcomes and active adoption 

by the health system. 

The Australian e-Health Research Centre has 

developed a national research and development 

focus and is acting as the catalyst for delivering 

real outcomes in e-health by bringing together the 

research, the technology and the people to “make  

it happen.” With its head office located in Brisbane 

and research nodes established in Sydney, 

Melbourne and Adelaide, the Australian e-Health 

Research Centre comprises a multi-disciplinary 

research team that includes internationally 

prominent researchers, software engineers and 

PhD students, dedicated to achieving excellence 

in research which serves the needs of patients, 

clinicians and health agencies. 

Vision & Mission

To develop and deploy leading edge  

ICT innovations in the health care domain  

to improve service delivery in the Queensland 

and Australian health care systems, generate 

commercialisation revenue and increase the pool 

of world-class e-health expertise in Australia. 

Economic Development

The Australian e-Health Research Centre will 

contribute to the economic development of the 

State of Queensland by: 

	� providing opportunities for industry through 

the commercialisation of product and services 

developed out of the Centre’s research and 

development 

	� the attraction of world class researchers in the 

e-health field to the State and the transference 

of their knowledge and skills 

	� the training and provision of a skilled workforce 

Our Values

Our core values underpin the way in which our 

team works and delivers research services:

	� commitment to research innovation  

and excellence 

	� commitment to our partner relationships 

	� the continuous development of our people 
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This second term of the Australian e-Health 

Research Centre saw the formal announcement 

of the Centre’s renewal by the Hon Stephen 

Robertson, Minister for Health, and the relocation 

of the Centre to a new University of Queensland 

research facility at the Royal Brisbane and  

Women’s Hospital.

This move strengthens both the Centre’s research 

collaboration with Queensland Health and the 

research program itself, by directly engaging 

clinician and academic researchers on a major  

tertiary hospital campus.

The aspiration of the Centre to develop  

a national focus has been realised with new 

research nodes established in Sydney, Melbourne 

and Adelaide. These nodes are also located at  

or close to hospital campuses in those states.  

The impact of this collaborative approach on 

research is evident in the numerous adoptions of 

the research technologies by Queensland Health 

and other health agency partners across Australia 

and internationally.

The Centre has worked hard over this past year 

to build on its work program to improve health 

outcomes with a number of key initiatives. 

The research program is making an impact 

through outputs and outcomes that are helping 

to shape health policy. Our research activities 

and organisation are defined by the Research 

Challenges in the Centre’s strategic plan,  

including the need to respond to major and 

important questions such as:

	� How can we use information and 

communication technologies to improve  

chronic disease management?

	� How can we improve the understanding  

of prostate cancer and the accuracy  

of biopsies through information and 

communication technologies?

	� What role does information and communication 

technologies play in supporting a smarter 

workforce and workplace?

Applied research is at the heart of our research 

activity, and was one of the primary motivators 

to establish the Centre in 2003. The research 

program has been aligned into two streams  

of activity - Health Data and Smart Methods, 

and Biomedical Imaging - to reflect the research 

problems being addressed in the health system.

The Centre has recruited a world class research 

capability and has attracted the attention of some 

of the world’s leading research institutions. This is 

apparent through the number and quality of visiting 

fellows, PhD and vacation students the Centre has 

hosted over the past year.

We would like to thank the Board, the Research 

Investment Advisory Committee and the staff of  

the Centre for their shared passion and enthusiasm 

for the Centre’s renewal, relocation and support  

of a national focus.

Alan McElrea	 Gary Morgan
Chairman	 Chief Executive

Foreword by the Chairman and Chief Executive
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Board Of Directors

Alan McElrea
Chairman, THE Australian e-Health Research Centre

Alan McElrea is a professional Board Director and Founding Chairman of the 

Australian e-Health Research Centre. In his most recent role Mr McElrea was 

Chief Executive Officer and Managing Director of Mincom Limited. Mr McElrea 

has held a number of key leadership positions during his 20-year career with 

Mincom, including VP of Software Development where he was instrumental  

in the development of Mincom’s flagship product, Mincom Ellipse (formerly 

MIMS). Mr McElrea worked in several other areas of Mincom including sales and 

marketing and was Mincom’s Chief Operating Officer for three years. Prior to 

joining Mincom in 1982, Mr McElrea worked for the Australian Wool Corporation,  

Bechtel International in the UK and was a consulting manager with  

Coopers & Lybrand in Melbourne.

Dr Richard Head
Director, Preventative Health National Research 

Flagship

Dr Richard Head is a pharmacologist and is also Affiliate Professor in the 

Department of Clinical and Experimental Pharmacology at the University of 

Adelaide. Formerly he was Chief of CSIRO’s Division of Health Sciences and 

Nutrition and, prior to that, Chief of CSIRO’s Division of Human Nutrition. He 

served as Professor of Pharmacology and Toxicology at West Virginia University 

Medical Centre. He has also served as a Research Fellow with the Department 

of Medicine at the University of Melbourne and Postdoctoral Fellow at the Roche 

Institute of Molecular Biology.

Greg McCallum
Secretary

Greg McCallum is a CPA and a Fellow of both the Australian Institute of Company 

Directors and the Australian Institute of Management. A previous Managing 

Director of the Queensland Government GBE CITEC, he currently operates as 

a sole trader providing business management consulting and services, and is a 

Commissioner of the Queensland Gaming Commission. He has held Directorships 

in various companies since 1995.

Terry Mehan
Current Role 

General Manager, Central Area Health Service 

Queensland Health

Terry Mehan is General Manager, Central Area Health Service in Queensland 

Health. Prior to this he was General Manager, Southern Area Health Service and 

Zonal Manager (Northern Zone) in Queensland Health. Terry Mehan has more 

than 30 years experience in senior executive positions in health and aged care 

with a strong focus on service integration and promoting population health. 
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Board Of Directors

Meetings

Ray Kelly
Executive Director, Technology and Emerging Industries Department of Tourism, 

Regional Development and Industry

In his current role as Executive Director - Technology and Emerging Industries 

in the Queensland Department of Tourism, Regional Development and Industry, 

Ray Kelly is responsible for the Department’s ICT Sectoral Development 

initiatives among a number of other key responsibilities in the fields of 

Biotechnology, Pharmaceuticals and Nutraceuticals, Creative Industries, 

Environmental Technologies, Mining Technologies Clean Coal Technologies and 

Nanotechnology, and the management of the Queensland Government’s Smart 

Future Innovation Funds program. Prior to appointment to this role in June 2005, 

Ray held a number of other senior roles in the Department over the past 10 years 

including that of Director - Investment Attraction and Director – International 

Operations, respectively. Ray has had executive working experience both 

overseas and in the private sector as well as within Government.

Dr Alex Zelinsky

Group Executive, Information and Communication Sciences 

Director, CSIRO ICT Centre

Dr Alex Zelinsky is Group Executive, Information and Communication Sciences 

and Technologies, and Director, CSIRO Information and Communication 

Technologies (ICT) Centre. He is a member of the CSIRO Executive Team. 

Dr Zelinsky is a leader in the Australian ICT industry who is recognised as an 

outstanding scientist and an innovator. Dr Zelinsky has successfully delivered R&D 

results of significant commercial value and global impact. Under Dr Zelinsky’s 

leadership CSIRO is developing world class technology platforms that are being 

applied to underpin cross-disciplinary research across the CSIRO – particularly  

in energy, health, agriculture, manufacturing and environment applications.  

The ICT platforms provide significant underpinning support to the CSIRO  

National Research Flagships program.

Scheduled Board of Directors meetings are held 

every three months, with additional meetings held 

as judged necessary by the Board of Directors.

Board Meetings for 2007-2008 were held as follows:

4 September 2007 

13 December 2007 

13 March 2008 

22 April 2008 

12 June 2008

The following persons attended Board  

of Directors meetings as Directors (retired), 

Alternate Directors, Observers or Executives  

for their respective organisations:

Prof Bruce Barraclough CSIRO ICT Centre

Warren Bax CSIRO ICT Centre

Paul Russell �Department of Tourism, Regional 

Development and Industry

Dr Anthony Maeder �THE Australian e-Health 

Research Centre

Gary Morgan �THE Australian e-Health  

Research Centre
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Report Of Research Operations
Biomedical Imaging


